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Present Uncertainty

Three terms to define the present geographical uncertainty:

• Crisis → “Permacrisis”

• Financial (2007/8)

• Geopolitical (recent wars)

• Migration

• Of the International system

• Chaos → World disorder (Kissinger, 2014)

• Loss of geopolitical centers

• Regional theaters of crisis

• Revolution → Spatial Revolution (Carl Schmitt)

• After the Cold War

• Redefinition of International Scenario



Present Uncertainty

Cultural/conceptual:

• Globalization → New World Order (McLuhan, 1964)

• ”The End of History” (Fukuyama, 1992)

• “The End of Nation State. The rise of Regional Economies” (Ohmae, 1995)

• “The World is Flat” (Friedman, 2005)



Present Uncertainty

Geopolitical:

• Anomaly → “Unipolar Order”

• Globalization → US Imperialism

• Dicothomical logical (good vs. bad) → “Global War on Terror” and the “New 
Middle East”

• Loss of International Law



Present Uncertainty

Economic/Financial:

• Primacy of financial principles (fluctuations and risks; Crisis 2007/8)

• Deterritorialization process

• Delocalization

• Loss of local

• Loss of relevance of borders

Prevalence of global instead of local



This corresponded to:

- An enormous “Arc of Crisis” (Zbigniew 
Brzezinski)

- Crisis of Westphalian system and

- The loss of relevance of geographical stable 
points of reference (borders)

- The absence of stable alliances and crisis of 
regional orders (UE, NATO, etc.)

- A continuous changing scenario

- The loss of a certain World Map

- Crisis of the “Local ontologies” (Marramao, 2012)

Present Uncertainty



Cartographic Uncertainty



Geopolitical Uncertainty 

at the Origins of Globalization





Lorenzo de’ Medici, Il Trionfo di Bacco e Arianna (1490)



From mappaemundi to 

Theatrum Mundi



Mappae mundi



Mappa Mundi - Hanns Rüst, ca. 1480





Ebstorf Mappa Mundi (ca. 1234)
Gervase of Tilbury
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Hereford Mappamundi (ca. 1276-1283)

Richard of Haldingham
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Mappa Mundi de Fra Mauro (1459)



Mappaemundi:

Cartographic certainty

• Center: fixed and certain (Jerusalem)

• Limits: few, but clear and stable

• Symbols: strong and guarantors of certainties (the T, the presence of 

Christ, the clearly defined otherworldly destiny)

• Horror vacui: impossibility of conceiving emptiness, understood as a 

sign of uncertainty



Modern Cartographic Uncertainty



Anonìmo, Pesaro Planisphere, Mappa Oliveriana (1504-12 ca.)



Planisferio Castiglioni (1525)





Anonìmo, Carta de navigare per le isole Novamente trovate in la parte 
de l’India (Carta Cantino), (1501-2)



Gerard Mercator, World Map ad Usum Navigantium (1569)



(1599) (1608)



Theatrum Orbis Terrarum 
Abraham Ortelius, 1570



Mercatore’s Atlas (1595)







Many Thanks

alessandro.ricci@unibg.it
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