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EU-CONEXUS, the European 
University for Smart Urban Coastal 
Sustainability, is an integrated 
transnational higher education and 
research institution covering the 
smart urban sustainable coastal 
development from a holistic 
perspective.

The Alliance brings together 
nine universities strategically 
distributed across Europe: La 
Rochelle Université (France), 
Agricultural University of Athens 
(Greece), Catholic University 
of Valencia (Spain), Klaipeda 
University (Lithuania), University 
of Zadar (Croatia), Technical 
University of Civil Engineering 
Bucharest (Romania), South East 
Technological University (Ireland), 
University of Rostock (Germany), 
and Frederick University (Cyprus).
Together, they aim to develop 
science and innovation into a hub of 
excellence on Smart Urban Coastal 
Sustainability.

EU-CONEXUS Comic Strip in 
Science project promotes nine 

research projects - one at each 
partner university - addressing 
coastal sustainability through a 
wide range of scientific disciplines, 
from social sciences to fundamental 
research. The main objective of the 
project is to inform a non-expert 
audience on how EU-CONEXUS 
addresses coastal sustainability, 
raise the awareness of the general 
public (mainly young people and 
adults) on scientific research and 
increase their interest in science. The 
project also encourages dialogue 
and collaboration between scientists 
and artists.

Scientists were selected via a call 
for expressions of interest open to 
all EU-CONEXUS researchers and 
PhD students motivated by science 
communication and interested in 
exploring the intersection of art and 
science. Selected participants had 
the opportunity to collaborate with 
professional illustrators and comic 
artists.

Artists were chosen based on 
their motivation to engage with the 
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public, the quality and originality of 
their artistic work, their storytelling 
abilities, and their interest in 
bridging art, science and society. 

The project unfolded over two 
six month phases, from June to 
November 2025 with the creation 
of four comic strips and from 
November 2025 to April 2026 with 
the creation of five comic strips, 
pairing researchers and artists from 
the same country to bring scientific 
concepts to life.
 
Each research project was 
transformed into a 3 page comic 
strip with a cover page, designed 
to be creative, engaging and 
accessible for non-expert readers.
 

The project was coordinated in 
collaboration with PieR Gajewski, 

comic author from La Rochelle 
(France), who has long worked with 

La Rochelle Université.
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Comics
June 2025 – April 2026 

CREATION OF NINE COMIC STRIPS IN 
SPAIN, CYPRUS, ROMANIA, GERMANY, GREECE, LITHUANIA, IRELAND, CROATIA AND FRANCE

“BEYOND ROBINSON” 
Annabel Audureau & PieR Gajewski (artist) 
Research project: “Robinsona: Adventurers of the Postmodern World” 
La Rochelle Université

“WALKABLE CITIES” 
Alonso Sanchez Rodriguez & Xulia Vicente (artist) 
Research project: “Walkable Cities: Health Promotion and Well-Being Through Urban Trails in 
Three Neighborhoods of Valencia” 
Catholic University of Valencia

“CHOICES, CHOICES”
Konstantinos Velaoras & Steve Stivaktis (artist) 
Research project: “The Impact of Environmental Certifications on Consumer Behav-
ior for Certified Hotels: Analysis Through the Theory of Planned Behavior” 
Agricultural University of Athens

“THE FLESH EATING MONSTER”
Greta Gyraité & Ula Rugevičiūtė Rugytė (artist)  
Research project: “From Sea to Sickbed: The Unseen Story of Vibrio spp.”
Klaipeda University

01 - Spain

05 - Greece 

06 - Lithuania

09 - France

“SEALS AND THE SENSE OF TIME”
Caroline Spratte & Nele Brönner (artist)
 

Research project: “A deeper look into the pinniped brain: functional MRI in harbor seals”
University of Rostock

“STRANGE RAIN“
Lora Nicolaou & Kyriaki Mavroudi (artist)
Research project: “Resilient Coastal Neighborhoods (RECONE)”  
Frederick University

“VOICE FROM THE DEPTHS”
Irena Radić Rossi & Tomislav Košta (artist)
Research project: “The Shipwreck at Gnalić - Mirror of Renaissance World”  
University of Zadar

“BLUE PRINT“
Roxana-Laura (Oprea) Doncea & Andrada Băeș (artist)
Research project: “Integrated Multisource Geospatial Data Management for the Digital Twin”  
Technical University of Civil Engineering Bucharest

08 - Croatia

03 - Romania 

07 - Ireland

04 - Germany

02 - Cyprus

“LOOK AT THE WHOLE, NOT THE HOLE”
Louise Skerritt & Cliodhna Lyons (artist)
Research project: “Unveilling the wound crisis: Examining Aetiology, Prevalence, 
Resource Drain, and Antibiotic Misuse in a Community Healthcare Setting “  
South East Technological University
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Functional Magnetic 
Resonance Imaging (fMRI).

to lie motionless for up to  
4 minutes in an MRI mockup Not easy ... 

but we are conducting 
important fundamental 
research here.
To know how time is 
processed in a seal’s 
brain might help 

For these 
  measurements, 
    we train  
    entering a        
   transport box,  

  wearing ear protection because  
of the Loud noises during scanning, 

When our ancestors 
left the land behind, 
evolution reshaped 
our bodies for life at 
sea, and our brains 
probably evolved 
differently from those
of land animals makes 
sense, right?

Our main goal? 
To find which parts of 
our brains light up 
when we process time, 
not just sights and 
sounds!

to keep the ocean in rhythm.
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Xulia VICENTE is a cartoonist and illustrator from Spain. She grew up in the 
northern region of Galicia, and eventually moved to study Fine Arts in Valencia, 
where she currently lives. Her main focus is comics and narrative work, either 
through publishing, work-for-hire or self-made zines. She’s also worked as a 
freelance illustrator, mostly in editorial, and as an art teacher at Barreira’s Illustration 
Master’s degree. Some her most notable comic books are Sello de dragón parts I 
and II (Sallybooks) with Manuel Gutiérrez, Elisa y Marcela (La Cúpula), and I see a 
knight (Shortbox), winner of an Ignatz Award for ‘Outstanding comic’ in 2022.

 

Alonso SÁNCHEZ RODRÍGUEZ is both a researcher and a PhD candidate at the 
Catholic University of Valencia (Spain). His work focuses on increasing physical 
activity in urban environments and how exercise contributes to brain health. 
During his PhD training, he has completed several research stays, including at 
the University of Stavanger in Norway and at Yale University in the U.S. He is also 
interested in how mountain activities (especially friluftsliv) can enhance health and 
well-being. 

BIOS 

Lora NICOLAOU is an architect with postgraduate studies in urban design and a qualifi-
cation in town planning. She served as Director of Urban Strategies at DEGW (London) from 
1998 to 2009 and, in parallel, as Head of Research for the Urban Renaissance Institute (URI) 
at the University of Greenwich, UK, from 2004 to 2010.  Alongside her professional practice, 
Lora has taught at Oxford Brookes University (JCUD) between 1989 and 2000.
She is currently a Professor in the Department of Architecture at Frederick University, 
Cyprus, and a co-founder of UPDU (Urban Planning and Development Unit) at Frederick 
University. She has also established her own consultancy specializing in design, strategic 
briefing, and masterplanning.  She is currently an elected member of ETEK and has served as 
a member of the National Planning Board since 2023. 
Professor Arch, Frederick University, Department of Architecture Nicosia, Cyprus
Academic qualifications:  Dip. Arch, MSc Arch, MA UD,  PhD
Professional Qualifications:   ARB (UK), TEE (Greece), ETEK (Cyprus), MRTPI (UK)

Kyriaki MAVROUDI is a Cyprus based artist, Kyriaki has been drawing since she 
was a kid, creating characters and their stories whilst daydreaming. She studied 
animation and storyboarding in DJCAD, Scotland and VIA, Denmark respectively. 
Throughout her career, Kyriaki had the opportunity to work on unique and diverse 
projects executing her talents as an illustrator, character designer or storyboard artist. 
She collaborated with multiple artists and companies including animation and game 
studios. She was introduced to children’s book illustration in 2023 with “Kingdom of 
Sunshine”. In 2024 she won a book illustration contest run by BOCCF, illustrating the 
book “Combien sont les degres de votre myopie?”. Lastly, Kyriaki is an active member 
in the artistic community of Cyprus. She is a core member of the Art Collective 
(órama.cy), a creative group based in Cyprus with the main goal of building a creative 
community and space on the island.                 

Research gate >

More info >

Instagram >
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https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Alonso-Sanchez-Rodriguez-2
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Alonso-Sanchez-Rodriguez-2
http://linktr.ee/xuliavicente
http://linktr.ee/xuliavicente
https://www.instagram.com/ky.rama/
https://www.instagram.com/ky.rama/


Roxana-Laura (OPREA) DONCEA 
Is a PhD student at the Technical University of Civil Engineering of Bucharest, 
Faculty of Geodesy, focusing on multi-source geospatial data integration and 
Digital Twin applications for cultural heritage conservation. Alongside her academic 
research, she works as a cadastral and land registration counsellor at the Office of 
Cadastre and Real Estate Publicity, Dolj, Craiova, ROMANIA.

Andrada BĂEȘ (b. 2000) is a comic book and illustration artist based in Cluj-
Napoca, working primarily in watercolor. Her artistic explorations began as 
experiments with different mediums and colors, eventually finding watercolor to be 
the most natural way to express herself.
She weaves elements of nature into her work whenever she can, drawing heavily from 
the images and colors she remembers from her childhood. She is drawn to creating 
images that feel safe, echoing the atmosphere of the village where she was raised.
She has contributed to different collaborative publications such as DRACULA in 
Comics, Vekovnici XIII, and to exhibitions including KAFKA-100, FAN[TE]ZINE 
Anthology and the XXV Balkan Festival of Young Comic Book Authors. 

BIOS 

Caroline SPRATTE is a PhD researcher in the neuroethology group at the University 
of Rostock, investigating how harbor seals perceive time. She is particularly interested 
in how time-related and other sensory stimuli may be processed in the harbor seal 
brain, given their evolutionary adaptations to the marine environment, which likely led 
to changes in brain structure and function. As part of her research, she implemented 
neuroimaging techniques such as non-invasive EEG for the first time in cooperating 
harbor seals. Passionate about sharing her research with wider audiences, she saw this 
comic as the perfect opportunity to communicate her science in a creative way.

Nele BRÖNNER lives in Berlin and works as an illustrator, children’s book author, 
and comic artist. She enjoys working with black ink and printing in strong colors. 
Her drawings are populated by what she loves: all kinds of plants, strange beings, 
and animals. How wonderful when a job —like this comic— offers the opportunity 
to stroke a beautiful seal named Rüdiger.
Her children’s book debut was honored with the Serafina Prize for Children’s 
Literature in 2015. In 2019, she was awarded the Gold Medal for The Best German 
Book Design by Stiftung Buchkunst. Nele Brönner received the Berlin Comics Grant 
in 2020. Her book Frog Wants Too was awarded the Troisdorfer Picture Book Prize in 
2021 for Best Illustration. Superglitter, her first comic for children, won the Austrian 
Children’s and Youth Book Prize in 2023. Nele Brönner’s work was awarded the 
Bologna Children’s Book Fair Prize in 2024 and 2026.

Instagram >

LinkedIn >ORCID profil >
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https://www.instagram.com/andrada.baes/
https://www.instagram.com/andrada.baes/
https://www.instagram.com/ky.rama/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/oprea-roxana-laura-0b767632b
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-5764-7394



BIOS 

Dr. Greta GYRAITĖ is a Lithuanian marine microbiologist specializing in the 
relationship between coastal water quality and potentially pathogenic microorganisms. 
She holds a PhD in Ecology and Environmental Sciences (2021) and has gained 
extensive international experience through studies and research in Belgium, Germany, 
and across the Baltic Sea region. She is currently affiliated with the Marine Research 
Institute at Klaipėda University and Vilnius University’s Life Sciences Centre. Her 
work focuses on the occurrence, virulence, and antimicrobial resistance of Vibrio spp. 
in coastal environments, particularly in the context of climate change. In 2021, she 
received the prestigious “Švyturio Klaipėdos Ateities Stipendija” for her contributions 
to marine science in Lithuania. Greta is committed to science communication and 
raising awareness of coastal microbial risks to public and environmental health.

Ula RUGEVIČIŪTĖ RUGYTĖ is an illustrator, comic author and the co-founder of 
the Lithuanian Illustrators Association “ėėė”. Originally from Kaunas, Lithuania, she 
is currently based in Strasbourg, France, where she earned her DNSEP in
La Haute école des arts du Rhin (2017). She explores visual storytelling in various 
forms, merging the intimate, the dream-like, and the political in her work. She 
has been illustrating articles and books for adult and young audiences, as well as 
participating in comic zines. Her illustrations for Jurga Vile’s book “Fallen from the 
moon. A dream about Oscar Milosz and other birds” has been awarded “Illustration 
of the year” by the K.A.2023. Her first comic book “The Murmur of the Shadows” 
(2024) explores collective memory and the trauma of the russian occupation of 
Lithuania. Ula’s upcoming graphic novel is set to be published by the French 
publishing house éditions ça et là.                                    

STEVE STIVAKTIS is an award-winning comic artist, illustrator, and art teacher 
located in Athens, Greece. Known mostly for queer speculative fiction stories with 
elements from folklore, Steve’s work aims to raise awareness for important issues as 
much as to entertain at the same time.

KONSTANTINOS VELAORAS is an Environmental Engineer with over 17 years 
of experience in environmental auditing, sustainability, and ESG methodologies.                
He is currently a PhD candidate at the Agricultural University of Athens, where his 
research focuses on the economic characteristics and consumer behavior related 
to environmental and energy certifications in the hospitality industry. His expertise 
includes environmental auditing, sustainability strategies, and carbon footprint 
management systems. He has co-authored several publications on environmental 
certification and its economic impact within the tourism sector. Professionally, 
Konstantinos works as an Environmental Inspector for the Region of Attica, 
ensuring industrial and commercial compliance with environmental legislation. 
He holds three master’s degrees from Imperial College London, the University of 
Patras, and the University of Ioannina.

Instagram >

Website >
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https://www.instagram.com/stivaktis?igsh=MWNhZzgxbnltZ2J1bA==
https://www.instagram.com/stivaktis?igsh=MWNhZzgxbnltZ2J1bA==
https://www.ularrugyte.com


Clíodhna LYONS is an award winning Animation Director and Illustrator with a 
first name that few people outside of Ireland can pronounce or spell. Her parents 
named her after a lifeboat on the Aran Islands where she was born for which she 
feels slightly jibbed as boats are usually named after people and not the other way 
round.  She has worked on both Animated feature films and tv series for the past 15+ 
years and is a regular exhibitor at art and comic festivals around the world. She has a 
passion for travel and considers Eurovision to be her national sport.  

Irena RADIĆ ROSSI graduated from the Department of Archaeology at the Faculty 
of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb, in 1988.
In the same year, she obtained a permanent position at the Department of 
Archaeology of the Republic Institute for the Protection of Cultural Monuments in 
Zagreb, which later became the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Croatia.
In 2009, she moved to the University of Zadar. She subsequently obtained the 
positions of associated researcher at the Centre Camille Jullian (Aix-Marseille 
Université, CNRS), adjunct professor at Texas A&M University, and affiliated scholar 
at the Institute of Nautical Archaeology.
Her main research interests focus on maritime cultural heritage, with particular 
emphasis on the technological development of Adriatic shipbuilding and seafaring.

Tomislav KOŠTA was born in Zadar in 1974, he is a Croatian painter and graphic novel 
artist. He studied history and art history at the Faculty of Philosophy and Social Sciences 
in Zadar, where he began painting intensively—an activity that became his life’s calling.
He has exhibited widely in Croatia and abroad, and his work has been featured in 
International Artist Magazine. His style, evolving over time, remains rooted between 
impressionism and lyrical realism, with a focus on ambiance, atmosphere, and 
composition. His themes include sacred subjects, landscapes, cityscapes, portraits, and 
scenes from everyday life. In his forties, he turned to comics and illustration, publishing 
several albums with Fibra, Stripforum, and Sputnik, and contributing regularly to the 
Croatian Comics Yearbook. His work has also been reviewed in Kvadrat magazine, and 
he has illustrated book covers and the picture book The Crusader Siege of Zadar, 1202.  
He lives and works between Zadar and Preko (Ugljan Island).

BIOS 

Louise SKERRITT is the Operational Lead for Integrated Healthcare for Older 
Persons in Dublin South East. Previously, she worked as an Advanced Nurse 
Practitioner in chronic disease management, vascular care, and dermatology, and 
as Assistant Director of Public Health Nursing, where she witnessed firsthand 
challenges such as referral duplication, lack of referrals, inconsistent care, antibiotic 
overuse, and the significant burden of wound care on healthcare services.
She is currently in her fifth year of a PhD in the Department of Nursing and Health 
Care (supervised by Prof. Martina Gooney and Dr. Linda Sheahan). Her research 
focuses on wound care delivery from a multidisciplinary and community perspective, 
representing the first independent study of its kind and scale in Ireland.
With over 20 years of clinical experience, including more than a decade specialising 
in wound care, she is a highly experienced and dedicated clinician in this field.

Website >
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http://www.ztoical.com


Annabel AUDUREAU holds a PhD in Comparative Literature and teaches in the 
Literature Department at La Rochelle Université. A specialist in popular literature 
and culture, she is also the deputy director of the PoLiCÉMIES research unit. 
This interdisciplinary team brings together researchers in French and foreign 
languages and literatures, political science, and media studies around a central 
focus: analysing cultural transitions within the context of Smart Urban Coastal 
Sustainability. In this framework, her current research explores the relationships 
between popular cultures and the environment.

PieR GAJEWSKI is a French illustrator, printmaker, and graphic novelist. A 
graduate of the École des Beaux-Arts in Angoulême (BD section, with honors), 
he has been awarded several international artist residencies, including Villa 
Kujoyama in Kyoto, Lingua Comica (Japan), the Maison des Auteurs (Angoulême), 
and residencies in Essaouira, Kraków and Philippines. His work has been exhibited 
at the Centre Pompidou (Paris), the Kyoto International Manga Museum and in 
cities such as Istanbul, New York, Manila... He has collaborated with national and 
international media (Libération, XXI…).From 2008 to 2021, he developed a long-
term visual dialogue with photographer Carole Sionnet around the imaginary city
La Ville Bleue. He has also produced several graphic reports on artists-in-residence 
for La Rochelle Université.

BIOS 

Website >

46 EU-CONEXUS Comic Strip In Science

https://piergajewski.eu/
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DISCLAIMER. Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only 
and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or EACEA. Neither the European Union nor the granting 

authority can be held responsible for them.

All rights reserved. No part of this comic may be copied, reproduced, or used in any form 
without prior written permission from the copyright owners. 

April 2026
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