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Preamble 
 

This document is part of the work conducted in the EU-CONEXUS-RESEARCH 
FOR SOCIETY project funded by the European Union’s Horizon 2020 under the 
Science with and for Society programme. This 3-year project aims to strengthen the 
Research & Innovation dimension of the European University for Smart Urban Coastal 
Sustainability – EU-CONEXUS and to foster the R&I institutional transformation of the 
6 EU-CONEXUS-RFS partner universities: La Rochelle Université (LRUniv), 
Agricultural University of Athens (AUA), Technical University of Civil Engineering 
Bucharest (UTCB), Klaipeda University (KU), Catholic University of Valencia (UCV) 
and University of Zadar (UNIZD).  

Within the project, Work Package 6 “Open Science and Citizen Involvement” aims to 
make science more accessible both for researchers and the wider public, by promoting 
open science and citizens involvement in science events and activities. To serve this 
objective, the working group made an inventory of barriers and good practices for the 
implementation of open and participatory sciences, and wrote guidelines on 
participatory science. In parallel they also implemented three “instruments” aiming to 
promote open and popular science: the implementation of a joint Open Aire Gateway 
platform gathering open access research outputs from EU-CONEXUS partner 
institutions; the creation of an open access popularized journal available to the general 
public; and the organisation of popular science events. 

This report outlines the creation of the open access popularized journal. The 6 EU-
CONEXUS-RFS partners as well as EU-CONEXUS partner South East Technological 
Institute (SETU) participated to its conception. 

Regular meetings with RFS WP6 representatives took place to prepare this 

deliverable: 

- 9 April 2021 

- 27 May 2021 

- 23 July 2021 

- 11 October 2021 

- 8 December 2021 

- 14 February 2022 

- 4 May 2022 

- 27 June 2022 

- 04 January 2023 (editorial board) 

- 9 March 2023 

- 29 March 2023 (editorial board) 

- 5 April 2023 

- 10 May 2023 

- 20 November 2023  
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Introduction 
 

Science and technology have an impact on almost every part of our daily lives. 

In spite of this there can be a degree of ambivalence about science in our wider society, 

and past research has shown that there is not always a widespread understanding of 

science, or scientific methods. This has led to calls for a more open dialogue between 

scientists, policy makers and the general public.1 

 

Popular science serves this goal: by capturing science methods and results and 

communicating them in a language accessible to all – children, youth, as well as adults 

– popularisation allows to democratize science by informing non-scientific people 

(sometimes along with scientists from other fields) of scientific results and innovations. 

In a knowledge-based society where information is continuously flowing, making 

science understandable to the wider public is key to build trust in science, improve 

young people’s culture and for citizens to be knowledgeable on research and 

technological outcomes and make well-informed choices. It also allows to create 

conditions under which policy decisions are more effective in meeting society's needs 

and more soundly based in science2.  

 

In 2001, the European Union Council adopted a resolution on “science and society and 

on women in science” inviting both EU Member States and the European Commission 

to become more active in bringing science and society closer and to “undertake efforts 

to improve public awareness of science and technology, to stimulate the popularisation 

of science and the interest of the media in this respect”. It recognized the need “to 

stimulate a dialogue with society at large on issues of public interest and concern in 

the field of science” and “to promote interest in science education, in research and in 

careers in science among young people”.3 

Since then, “Science and society” projects have been supported by the European 

Union through various initiatives including the science and society programme in 

the 6th and 7th Framework Programme (2002-2006, 2007-2013) and the 

Responsible Research & Innovation approach developed under the 7th 

Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development (2007-

 

1  European Commission, Directorate-General for Communication, Directorate-General for Research and 

Innovation, Responsible research and innovation (RRI), science and technology – Report, Publications Office, 

2013, https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/45726 

2 Science and society: specific programme for research, technological development and demonstration : "Structuring the 
European Research Area" under the Sixth Framework Programme 2002-2006   
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/FP6-SOCIETY  
3 European Commission, Directorate-General for Research and Innovation, Warin, C., Delaney, N., Tornasi, Z., Citizen science 

and citizen engagement – Achievements in Horizon 2020 and recommendations on the way forward, Delaney, N.(editor), 
Tornasi, Z.(editor), Publications Office, 2020, https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/05286 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1576255497968&uri=CELEX:32001G0714(01)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1576255497968&uri=CELEX:32001G0714(01)
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/FP6-SOCIETY
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/45726
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/FP6-SOCIETY
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/05286
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2013), which called for further engagement of communities in scientific and 

technological development processes and for increased science education and 

open access to research outputs. Under Horizon2020, the “Science with and for 

Society” work programme (2014-2020) aimed to go further in emphasizing 

linkages between science and society. Bringing science closer to society is now 

one of the 20 priority areas of the ERA Policy Agenda 2022-2024. ERA Policy 

Action n°14 states the following: “To reach the ambitious targets of the European 

Green Deal, broad public mobilisation and engagement is required. Citizens and 

local communities need to be empowered and activated to take action. To create 

stronger public understanding, connection and engagement should be promoted 

through regular citizen science campaigns as well as education and training 

activities”. Citizen engagement is also a key element of the EU Missions of 

Horizon Europe, through polls, online discussions, citizen events and 

conferences. This participative approach is meant to develop policies and 

initiatives closer to societal expectations.4 

 

In this larger context, EU-CONEXUS-RFS aims to raise public awareness on 

the sustainable development challenges faced by urban coastal areas to increase 

citizens’ interest in those topics, and to make research available and understandable 

to policy makers, stakeholders, and the general public. Creating a popular science 

journal serves the objective to inform the public about what is going on in the world of 

science of the EU-CONEXUS Alliance. 

  

 

4 European Commission, Directorate-General for Research and Innovation, "EU Missions & citizen engagement activities", 
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-
calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/eu-missions-citizen-engagement-activities_en  

https://www.sfi.ie/funding/international/european-research-area/horizon-2020/swafs/swaf-pdf-1.pdf
https://www.sfi.ie/funding/international/european-research-area/horizon-2020/swafs/swaf-pdf-1.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/2021-11/ec_rtd_era-policy-agenda-2021.pdf
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Journal creation process 
 

1. Journal format 
 
 

In June 2021, a task force composed of a representative from each partner 

institution already involved in RFS WP6 was created in order to develop the journal.  

The overall goal of the task was to create an online open access journal popularising 

peer-reviewed scientific articles written by researchers from EU-CONEXUS 

universities, that are already published and available in open access repositories in 

order to showcase EU-CONEXUS research to the public. 

The overlay journal format was initially chosen: an overlay or epi-journal is an open 

access online journal re-using peer-reviewed scientific papers already published in an 

open archive. The editorial process of an overlay journal is the following: authors 

deposit their article in an open archive; the editorial board of the overlay journal locate 

and examine the article, and submit its review to reviewers, leading to a round of 

evaluation and to the possible article’s acceptance for re-publication in the overlay 

journal. 

 

Example of Episciences overlay journals platform publishing workflow 

Source: https://www.episciences.org/publishing-model/  

 

There are many advantages to this format:  

• It relies on a diamond Open Access evaluation and publication platform (no 

access and publication fees) and therefore complies with Open Science 

principles 

• It can evolve toward a standard peer-reviewed open access journal 

https://www.episciences.org/publishing-model/
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• It is easy to implement in the context of the RFS relatively short project lifetime:  

o There are no copyright issues as editorial board members select articles 

from open access repositories 

o It can be entirely managed by researchers forming the editorial board 

and ensuring a quality control through a publishing workflow (giving back 

researchers control on their publications) 

o It answers the reluctance of many researchers to submit an original 

paper in a new open access academic journal (despite change coming 

slowly, they still need to publish in high-factor impact journals as it is a 

career assessment criteria)     

 

2. Editorial line 
 

The task force defined the editorial line of the journal and outlined key points: 

• To promote the variety of research conducted in EU-CONEXUS partner 

institutions with a focus on topics related to the smart and sustainable 

development of coastal cities, and to explain the application of this research to 

our everyday environment. 

• To render the topics’ complexity understandable for a large audience  

• To publish papers but also abstracts and popularised content (text summary, 

video, infographics, interview etc.) as well as the hyperlink to the full scientific 

article available in open access repository. 

• If timing allows, to publish two issues instead of the one issue expected in the 

project. 

• To insert abstracts in English and in the partner’s national language 

• To involve students in future issues, for example with a special issue on thesis 

and dissertations in order to train them to write a summary and increase 

awareness on their research subjects. 

 

3. Hosting platform 
 

Platforms to host the journal were then benchmarked according to several criteria: 

cost, human resources effort, platform visibility, technical support required to maintain 

the platform, and access to the platform.   

 

Two platforms stood out: Episciences and Open Journal Systems 

 

https://www.episciences.org/
https://openjournalsystems.com/
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OJS was preferred according to the evaluation criteria. Some partners already used 

the platform, including the University of Zadar who kindly proposed to use their platform 

instance to host the EU-CONEXUS open access journal. Neverthless, the platform 

choice will later evolve considering the journal increased focus on popularisation (see 

section Article popularisation). 

 

4. Editorial board 
 

In parallel, a survey was spread in partner institutions in order to inform the research 

community about the journal development project and to find volunteers to join the 

journal editorial board. The survey objective was also to understand researchers’ 

publishing habits and how they disseminated their work. They were asked the following 

questions: 
 

1) Your current and medium-term research topics related to the specific thematic of EU-CONEXUS 

2) Do you work in collaboration with research groups of another EU-CONEXUS partner university? If so please indicate 

the topics. 

3) In which type of publication do you mainly disseminate your work? (Article, book chapter, conference proceedings, 

posters...) 

4) Where do you mainly publish? (peer-reviewed journal, others...). Please give details: platform name, journal titles. 

5) Do you usually deposit preprints in a preprints server? If so please provide details (name of the repository, ...) 

6) Are you a member of the editorial board of one or more journals? If so, please specify the title(s). 

7) Would you be interested in being a member of the editorial board of the future EU-CONEXUS overlay journal? 

8) If you wish to share comments or additional information, please do so here. 

 

In order to raise awareness on the journal creation, a flyer to be joined to the survey 

was created by WP7 Communication and Dissemination: 
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More than 30 researchers answered the survey, among which more than 20 showed 

an interest in joining the journal editorial board. In order to reach a balance between 

partners, WP6 representatives from each partner institution selected between 1 and 3 

researchers from their institution to join the editorial board, taking gender balance and 

scientific discipline balance into account. Eventually, the editorial board was set up 

with 12 members and met twice between January and March 2023 to exchange on the 

journal content and article selection process.  

 

5. Article selection 
 

A list of scientific articles was initiated by the task leader. It included more that 200 

papers located after several criteria: they were published in the last 4 to 5 years, 

addressed SmUCS topics and the full article text was available online in an open 

access repository. Editorial board members were invited to review and complete the 

with additional papers that may have been missed, and to propose a shortlist of 2 to 5 
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articles from their respective institutions, reflecting the research conducted in their 

university and taking account gender and topic balance. This resulted in a shortlist of 

24 articles. Finally, editorial board members were asked to vote for 2 articles per 

partner institution.  

The final selection of 6 papers reflects the articles that got the highest number of 

votes. They cover various topics and have a fair distribution between authors' 

gender: 

UCV 2022, Physical Education Teachers’ Perceived Digital Competences: Are They Prepared for the 

Challenges of the New Digital Age? (Thematic: Sustainability)  

Authors : Gabriel Martínez-Rico, Mauro Alberola-Albors, Carlos Pérez-Campos, Rómulo J. González-

García.  

https://doi.org/10.3390/su14010321 

UNIZD 2021, Seascape context as a driver of the fish community structure of Posidonia oceanica 

meadows in the Adriatic Sea (Thematic: Marine) 

Authors: Ivana Zubak Čižmek, Stewart Tyre Schultz, Claudia Kruschel and Hrvoje Čižmek 

https://doi.org/10.2478/cjf-2021-0011 

UTCB 2023, Seismic Design Codes-Key Elements for Seismic Risk Perception and Reduction in 

Europe (Thematic: Engineering)  

Author : Florin Pavel  

https://doi.org/10.3390/buildings13010158   

AUA 2021, Malpigmentation of Common Sole (Solea solea) during Metamorphosis Is Associated with 

Differential Synaptic-Related Gene Expression (Thematic: Aquatic, Animal Sciences)  

Author : Menelaos Kavouras, Emmanouil E. Malandrakis, Ewout Blom, Kyriaki Tsilika, Theodoros 

Danis, Panagiota Panagiotaki, Athanasios Exadactylos  

https://doi.org/10.3390/ani11082273   

KU 2021, Evidence-based public policy decision-making in smart cities: does extant theory support 

achievement of city sustainability objectives ? (Thematic: Sustainability, Smart city)  

Author : David Mills, Steven Pudney, Primoz Pevcin, Jaroslav Dvorak 

https://doi.org/10.3390/su14010003 
 

LRUniv 2020, Paving the way to coastal adaptation pathways: An interdisciplinary approach based on 

territorial archetypes (Thematic: Environmental Science & Policy)  

Authors : Nicolas Rocle, Hélène Rey-Valette, François Bertrand, Nicolas Becu, Nathalie Long, Cécile 

Bazart Didier Vye, Catherine Meur-Ferec, Elise Beck, Marion Amalric, Nicole Lautrédou-Audouy 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2020.05.003 
 

Later on, EU-CONEXUS partner South East Technological University (SETU) 

from Waterford, Ireland who were very active in WP6 activities, asked whether they 

could also propose an article to be published and popularised in the journal. In a desire 

to open this activity to all EU-CONEXUS partner universities and not only RFS 

partners, the proposal was accepted. The following article was proposed and selected 

for SETU: 
 

SETU 2023, Fretting wear and fatigue in submarine power cable conductors for floating offshore wind 

energy (Thematic: Engineering, Energy) 

Authors: C. Poon, S.M. O’Halloran, A. Connolly, R.A. Barrett, S.B. Leen 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.triboint.2023.108598  

https://sciprofiles.com/profile/1849803
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/author/ZlI5UnQrRWhEZTZCSjZGK3FTemJPWE5yOXFWblBrSGZ2V0x6U0NEcm1saz0=
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/1180010
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/903049
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/903049
https://sciendo.com/search/filterData?commonSearchText=Ivana+Zubak+%C4%8Ci%C5%BEmek
https://sciendo.com/search/filterData?commonSearchText=Stewart+Tyre+Schultz
https://sciendo.com/search/filterData?commonSearchText=Claudia+Kruschel
https://sciendo.com/search/filterData?commonSearchText=Hrvoje+%C4%8Ci%C5%BEmek
https://doi.org/10.2478/cjf-2021-0011
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/1421024
https://doi.org/10.3390/buildings13010158
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/966599
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/977005
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/author/NkM3SmlTck5JdFVmNzBwMyt2bWN2eE8xY05rb1JoR2hiM01iblhRRVE5MD0=
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/1168085
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/author/ajdRbWZYbnJVeVFvV1FEVGRyUm1uQmNUaDErajhyandNOTR0TDhhR2ZxTT0=
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/author/ajdRbWZYbnJVeVFvV1FEVGRyUm1uQmNUaDErajhyandNOTR0TDhhR2ZxTT0=
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/author/YnNPcS9ieE1OdVFSRW5CaWR5R05EUT09
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/746117
https://doi.org/10.3390/ani11082273
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/1327253
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/930425
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/869741
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/773717
https://doi.org/10.3390/su14010003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2020.05.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.triboint.2023.108598
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The editorial board also brainstormed on a name for the popular science journal and 

chose “Smart Urban Coastal Sustainability”.  

Despite the selected articles being available in open access and copyright issues 

avoided, the editorial board contacted the articles’ authors from their respective 

institution to let them know that their article had been selected to be re-published and 

popularised in the EU-CONEXUS open access popular science journal, explain them 

the popularisation process and ask their consent. An authorization form was created 

for this purpose (see Appendix 1). The journal project was presented as an opportunity 

for the researchers to enhance the visibility and impact of their work while contributing 

to the broader dissemination of scientific knowledge.  

 

6. Article popularisation 
 

The last but not least development step was the popularisation of the articles’ 

content. This work was a combined effort between the team from LRUniv (task leader) 

and each institution (editorial board member, working group representative and 

article’s author) with back and forth exchanges to make sure that the popularised 

content reflected the scientific rigor and accuracy of the research work while inspiring 

curiosity and interest from the general public.  

Researchers whose article was selected shared positive feedback on this initiative and 

kindly spared time to help with the popularisation of their articles. They were proposed 

to provide content if they already had popularised material or to help create some by 

sharing ideas and suggestions. It was specified that the hyperlink redirecting to their 

scientific paper would be embedded at the end of the popularised article. Partners were 

invited to propose pictures or videos to accompany their article and to provide an 

abstract in their national language. Most of the scientific papers were popularised in 

the form of a text with pictures, while one was popularised in the form of a written 

interview of the researcher.  

As the journal content took shape, it became clearer that its focus would be 

science popularisation rather than re-publishing open access scientific publications in 

the form of an overlay journal. Taking this into consideration, some challenges 

appeared regarding the use of the OJS hosting platform: the editorial and publishing 

process and the shift from a pure scholarly overlay journal to a popular science journal 

did not fit well with OJS platform requirements anymore. A certain amount of 

information was required to open an overlay journal on OJS including an editor-in-

chief, the journal publishing frequency and an e-ISSN number. The article selection 

was done in a collegial manner by editorial board members so no editor-in-chief was 

clearly identified. Furthermore, the publishing frequency and the ISSN number (journal 

identification number for serial publications) raised the question of the future of the 

journal: with the RFS project ending early 2024, the sustainability of this activity is not 
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guaranteed as it requires coordination efforts, human resources and skills to popularise 

articles’ content, and to count on the renewed support from the editorial board 

volunteer members. Taking turns each year to manage new journal issues was 

envisaged yet sustaining the activity without a continued financial support was 

questioned. Also, the recently-awarded EU-CONEXUS ENABLES project in response 

to the European Excellence Initiative call for proposal under the WIDERA programme 

includes an open access peer-reviewed scientific journal and this activity needs to be 

clarified in regard to the popular science journal. Before surveying partners on these 

questions and drafting a potential Memorandum of Understanding defining terms for 

the journal sustainability, it was suggested to finalize and publish the 1st journal issue. 

Due to this uncertainty and to the journal focus on popular science, it was eventually 

decided to publish the first issue in the form of an interactive flipbook hosted on the 

EU-CONEXUS website, using Issuu software on which KU had an account. The journal 

design was done by LRUniv Communication team in collaboration with RFS WP7 

leader and was reviewed by EU-CONEXUS Joint Communication Unit.  

 

 

Once all articles popularised and the design finalized, the journal was 

formatted as an online interactive flipbook with the possibility to download it as a pdf 

document. 

Issuu link: https://www.eu-conexus.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/RFS_Epi-

Journal_2023_compressed.pdf  

PDF download link: https://www.eu-conexus.eu/wp-

content/uploads/2024/01/RFS_Epi-Journal_2023_compressed.pdf  

 

Journal dissemination 
 

A communication campaign was launched in order to promote the journal to the public: 

  

• EU-CONEXUS communication channels: the news of the journal launch was 

shared on the EU-CONEXUS website (see article) and communication 

channels (see LinkedIn post, Instagram post and Facebook post)  in order to 

promote it among the Alliance community. Investing in social media Ads was 

suggested in order to increase the journal reach to students, the wider public 

and people interested in topics addressed in the journal. 

 

• Partners communication channels: EU-CONEXUS partner institutions will in 

turn relay the news in their own internal channels (institutional website, library 

website and network, newsletter, intranet, social media, partner associations 

and stakeholders, etc.) in order to further reach their community including 

https://issuu.com/
https://www.eu-conexus.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/RFS_Epi-Journal_2023_compressed.pdf
https://www.eu-conexus.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/RFS_Epi-Journal_2023_compressed.pdf
https://www.eu-conexus.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/RFS_Epi-Journal_2023_compressed.pdf
https://www.eu-conexus.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/RFS_Epi-Journal_2023_compressed.pdf
https://www.eu-conexus.eu/en/2023/12/19/eu-conexus-rfs-seeks-to-engage-public-through-science-popularization-in-a-new-online-open-access-journal/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/eu-conexus_science-journal-euconexus-activity-7143204520171413504-h1be?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.instagram.com/eu_conexus/p/C1EweVYtQXD/
https://www.facebook.com/eu.conexus/posts/pfbid0Cq8vQGfzuuCNq1bdiqqYJuTGYPagN8yJEE6c2X41vC7sRbjHN2oZejDSLv2wwCNWl
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students and stakeholders who are seen as a key target of the popular science 

journal.  

 

• Dissemination to secondary schools: Partners are also keen to promote the 

journal to secondary schools – each institution will choose the most adequate 

communication channel according to their organisation (through high-school 

associations, emailing to secondary school teachers, library networks, etc.) 

 

• Events: Partners also proposed to present EU-CONEXUS popular science 

journal at the occasion of events organised in their library or other related 

events, such as the OPERAS conferences (Opening Collaboration for 

Community-Driven Scholarly Communication). On that regard, the University of 

Zadar proposed to present a poster about the journal at their OPERAS 2024 

conference. 

 

Finally, depositing the journal in open access directories such as revues.org, DOAJ or 

Mir@bel was considered, however these directories require journals doted of an e-

ISSN. Due to the uncertainty about future journal issues, such a serial number was not 

requested to the ISSN international organisation for the journal.  

  

https://operas-eu.org/news-and-events/calendar-2/operas-conference-2024/
https://operas-eu.org/news-and-events/calendar-2/operas-conference-2024/
https://journals-openedition-org.gutenberg.univ-lr.fr/
https://doaj.org/
https://reseau-mirabel.info/
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Conclusion 
 

 Creating a common popular science journal was a rich learning experience for 

EU-CONEXUS-RFS partners. It opened a dialogue on Open Science practices where 

partners exchanged their experience and knowledge on open access journals and 

popular science. It was also a great opportunity for partners to join forces to promote 

EU-CONEXUS research to the society as well as to the Alliance’s own community.  

Popular science is key to raise public awareness on research topics, including those 

related to societal challenges. It can take various forms, from pedagogical activities for 

young people to magazine articles and scientific communication competitions like “My 

thesis in 180 seconds”. Conveying complex scientific subjects in a language accessible 

to a non-scientific audience allows citizens to uptake this knowledge, increase their 

interest in science and have a more active role on those topics. It can have an impact 

on people’s behavior but also assist public policy makers, stakeholders and 

businesses in making choices based on science. 

In the world of EU-CONEXUS, popular science has the potential to help society better 

understand the challenges faced by anthropised coastal areas and the possible 

solutions for a more sustainable future for coastal communities. 

The development of an open access popular science journal was a positive experience 

both for EU-CONEXUS-RFS WP6 representatives and for researchers who had the 

opportunity to spread their work more widely. Yet, the future of the journal remains to 

be clarified with the end of the RFS funding, compromising its sustainability and staff 

engagement. This question will be carefully studied in the coming weeks, considering 

the upcoming EU-CONEXUS ENABLES project starting in spring 2024 which includes 

an open access peer-reviewed journal, and partners’ position regarding the 

popularised journal activity. 
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